" NAVY DEPARTMENT
_OFFICE OF CHIEF CABLE CENSOR
WASHINGTON '

April 2, 1918,

v

Csptaln 7. L. Wnitehesd, U. 3, A., Signsl Corps,
1607 ¥ Streset, Northwast, Jashington, . C.

P Britisn GrC memorandum of Mebruary 7, 1918.om
‘stlantic Cable Comrunicationn,

- 1. “gferance talennone conversation with Lieunterant
wiletsch tedsys Herewiih enclosad plesse +ind memorandum rotarred

to_a'bove. BRI ST
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AN TIC e commrwnons.

re n‘o 1‘! oauu Betwesn xutopo and vorts Americs (uc‘luixg
“the 2 mnun cabies), am there hn . theer etioal cepsaity of shest
2,800 htta‘u per minute in on ol dttcatioa. uabdle experts consider
tb&t. in sotnal practice, the thecretienl speed is reduaed by 40%3
end the weath oal omwaAy of the onbles ln tarms of effestive Tral-
no. Ly tmrurcn pe taxen as 1,560 letters, or {may) 240 worda p&
ninute. 'Inis gives s working capsalvy, In esch &irestiom, of just
over 2,400,000 werldn par weex.
mpie estimato i8 oonc nfirmed by the cyyer iaroe of the ~oalb cerice
ip sonaection wibr 1tn oen ¥ TRposiol” s tie Tohnle, whick, with 8
wesreticsl eyeed of 150 lettere T & minnte, reae-Wy caryled avout
120 ens wads pevr weok in the cutward & oraotlon, without &ny cayiouvs
_Mfﬁcnl’oy, and wit.h & Jmrpin ot natoty for & 1ly flustastions ot
t:a;tﬂ'i e ’ o '
1% -v'mt o e aras Ve underetoot thut 6n notuwl tr:ﬂié oo nearly
gy rogen int the theoreti) sreed soet te nprond over LoT “t.ole L4
houre; end if mwmoh of 1V (g hended 1n st vnrticulgf roure, there muel
'mwnan-; ve comldcnblu jeley in diupontng st n portien bf it,
’Bda M!ﬁen‘lt:, ;wcwexr ir vot & omiom one 8o lomk 86 & 1BTRE

pr eports o:r of thﬂ tmﬁic is , snd ia Lnown 0 ’M, ¢f & nou-uryent shere

} V 7 out of tu 17 whlcu e intamptod am 3 thed
re fuulty. "'ho'nwn {s trat the of“uomvo ow:rytm: capnolty 1s re-
A;m“d te ebcut one hulf or sey 1, 800 000 wards in ncl. & irwet ion, The

uwwul truffiu unrriui fering o fnir]y r«prtnntnuvo went in the mildle

E esg g @

of Ootobn' wu ubout 07(‘ 000 wm-au !n uauh tﬁruﬁ on.




The tuttu o tu !ntnn Tnien snd cm-m .m...
tho wesk in guestion was unrnuua M‘ the various classss
. spproximately us followss~ o
| Sovernnen v ede | % _ %
ordimary 526,000 628,000
Prens 172,000 65,000
766 ,000 783, 000

riher clawsce of tra?fic ore saspended)

The dela; on sover.rmoat treffic, whish of gourse recelves
avecluve priority, was practicel 1y nil; aand tiul ca press mfﬁo,
whict roeeives f ford ot reeondnyy sid iadcrmwl prosedauve, was
lers thur 2 YotTs e PETIDUS Cénwg Ca G Ghkky STEFILC ib 8B4
te have muped from 1L W E0 nowe. I3 SLe CcBLE ¢l "J.o ‘rper ial
ouble (uow Lrlerrvpied', the Bull ¢ Lhe Lreffic I8 Tovernrem,
grd vher 1t 18 woarking there 18 & ¢eliny 2 Wi TOWE OGN 8 X6
portion of 1t, iny i1l effectr ¢ suwd dduy hoe, couever, been
overcome by &n srrangenest wmer \v?f.ic‘;: Lhe VHTL0uW3I Lef & thents mark
telr more vreaet Sreffie with tow sl "irlort - @ointlention
which ensurce 1te reosivimg xpeeidal priorily vu ﬂzo orble, 7T the
proncrtion of Governumit trai’iio on the Comrerniee' 0eYles were to
inorosec Tery lurgely, vome axrangsment of LRIt kind toul® yr obably
heve to be slopted irn thelr cuse.

A8 repards e repelr of e ombles whloh &re now wholly or pera
tia1ly interzupted, srraugements are in rsnd whioh, with repsomsdle
gor¢ fortune, vhould result in ihe ewrly repair of 3 oullen, Pive
of the luterrupted vxbles sre nroken in dcep OF comparativaly doep
water, snd in tho omne of two of Lhem the re iy wild tevolve the
Jaying of 1ong seetieomm of new salle (whish inm one ekre 'as to by

nautoowmrod); 80 ARt in these sases {4 1x not oafe to count wpop
_the oadles b:u drovght into uns vnti)l enrly nest puwmenr
iho sesond German satle whonld xlue hl?' been browugh
uu wetwem Bress and New York,
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Other im.mvtilcu. howsrer, may cemr st any tim; snd even ‘
with good fortwns it would be impredemt to sscum %het more than 1 .
.6;- 13 ocadklss exn te kept waking simitanecusly, If we azsume 22, |
they mhould give mn effsstive capuoity of about 1,Y00,000 words &
bunk in each dfreotion (s 1ittls more or & 1ittle less scoarding

to whiok of the eables were broken), &s eompared with the present
losd of about 9¥0,000 in saoch direction - & & fwrewce 0f abomt
730,000 words a wesk,

The next question 18, whet is likely to be the load when the
imerioan troops sre operating st full strmgth in ¥uropey wWitherto,
it spreers, the iumarican Covernment have disconraged unnecessary
use of wiree, and thir no doult i1 one of the resxons for the com-
rerutively emll Kmount of Govermment traffio now paseing., FEut in
the future there mwt inovitedly Ve & greet inosrease in the smount
both of Sovernmont awé Lrose Lysf ic, wnd t¢ sote extent in thet of
oerdinery traffio (imluding chesp "soldlers! messapes™, if thny urs
sdopted),

Apy esilms te must nevesewr 11y Yo himkly tpeoulative, Lut if the
traffic arising from the imer isen fy:editicnary “crces &hould bae
expended to sy .OC,000 urgent and £00,000 non-urgent words pexr
weak, thare would still be & mrgin (assuning efficknt tiwffio
managuﬁwnt) of sny 250,000 words a week. Theaso fizuree mizht of
ccwrse be modifled 1f the number of effective ombles could be put
higher than 12, 7L it ¥ell delow 12, ft would prebatly be necemenry
W reduce the tmfflc in certalin d Xreotions, say by outting down the
‘M0 ASALeS vomu"ntng capusltios and sdmiscions % howspital , snd the
chenp 3014’.»02‘(!' mesares, end posxdbly yutting & 1imit on the prees

.. Under present scnditions, it wouwld of oourse be S1ffioult o make
sd 1oy mew sadlas, o
G.“T&lz Pﬂli O!ﬁu.
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