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DEPARTHAAY OF THE ARMY
THE CHIEF OF STAFF
Weshingtou
. 20 Noveuber 1947

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTORS OF ARMY GEWEHRAL STAFF DIVISIONS;
: TRE CHIEFS OF ARMY SPRCIAL STAFF DIVISIOHS:

SUBJECT: Policy Concerning Release of Information from Historical
Dosuments of the Army -~ With Special Refersnce %o
the Events of World Wer IT
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in the following memorandus, stending verbal inetructions, whioch
have boen fully mpproved by the Sscretary of the Army, are repeatsd
for the guldsuoe of ths staff:

| The Army poseesses no inhsrent right to conceml the history of its

| effeirs bshind a cloak of seorecy, nmor is such oondust oonducive
to & sound and hoslthy approach %o the day to day performsnce of

its dutiessn, ’

The historical resord of the Army's operations as well as the wanmnsr
in which thease were acdomplished are public property, and except
where the security of the Hation may be jeopardized, the right off
the citizens to ths full story ie unguestioned. Beyond this, the
mejor @chievements with which the Army is credited are in faot the
accomplishaonts of the entire nation. The American public therefors
- should find no unnecessary obstacle to ite acoess to the written
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resord. [ The hittory of the Army in World jar II, no® in preparation,
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. nust, without reservaticn, tell the complote story of the Armyte

e \ ticipation, fully docwmented with referoncee to the records used,
s :} Prepaation of this RESEGYY doos not, NOWever, GONSEitute eny
: e readon of excus® {or demying to the public immediste acocems to facts

i: exd receords, shere they desl solely with the operetione of the Army,
! and whers the ssourity of the Nation is not invelved. X
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Is light of the ferogoing 1 conmider it appropriate to set forth as
& guide, %tho following, whioh will govera the ralesse to the publio
of inforsstion from doouments pertsining exclusivsly to the Armys

2. Consistent with existing binding egresmsnts with other
agenoisg,. and Govornments, the smeximua downgrading of eil informe-
tion on military subjecte will be sescmplished, excepl only when
to du so would in facl endenger the sgourity of the Habion.
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bo AllL sppropriste members of the Army Staff are charged
with faoilitating the efforts of individuals who desire acoecss Yo
military information of historiocal charaoter,
P
The foregoing direotive will be interpreted im the most liberal
sonse with no rogvérvaticns as to whether or not the evidence of
history pleces the Army in a {evorable light.
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